« DOCQHEMf BESOME 

ED O80 007 ^ 00* 153 

Tm^B > southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization, 

Regi<»ial English Language Centre, Singapore: Program 
of Activities, 1972-1976. . 

INSTITUTION RegicHial English Center (Singapore) . 

PtJB DATE Oct 72 

NOTE 8p, 

EDRS PRICE MF-$0,65 HC-$3.29 -l 

DESCRIPTORS Course Descriptions; *Cultural Cent^^; *Educatiopal 

Improvement; Educational Needs; »Educati<Mial 
Objectives; ^English (Second language); Information 
Centers; Ihstanictional Materials; *Language 
Instruction; Language Research; Learning Activities; 
Libraries; Publications; Regional Cooperation; 
Research Projects; Second Language Learning; Teacher 
Education 

IDaiTIFIERS *Regional English Language Centre; RELC 

ABSTRACT . ' , 

This brochure describes the vozk of the Regicmal 
English Language Centre , (RELC) , located in Singapore and established 
by the southeast Asian Ministers of Educati(» Organization (SEAMEO) ; 
Indonesia, Khmer Republic, Laos, K&laysia, the Philippines, 
.Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam are the jnember countries. The 
f undam^tal purpose of the Centre is the improvement of standards of 
teaching English as a seccmd or foreign language in the m^ber 
countries. -The Centre operates in resp<»ise to regional needs as 
identified by meitber countries, and its general approach is. 
pwAlem-orient^. This documnt outlines the wsidc. of the centre in 
areas of teacher training, res^rch, instructional materialrs 
development, library and infornation work, publications, wnd 
activities to promote regional cooperation. . (VM) 
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The Regional English Language Centre (RELC) is an educational 
project of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Oi^aniaaticm 
(SEAMEO) and is located in Singapore* It was conceived in No^embert 
1966 at the second historic confer<mce in lUmlla of the Southeast 
Asian Ministers of EducaticH^* The concept was developed with 
remat)cable rapidity and the C^tre has. been operating since July, 
1968 from temporary pr^ise^ provided by the Government of Singapore 
at 130, Watten Estate Boad, Singapore^ In May, 1972, the Centre nioved 
to its permanent hOTie, an 18-storey building at 30, Orange Grove Road, 
Singapore 10. 

The Regional English Language Cmitre has as its fundanental aim 
the improvement of standai^s of teaching English as a seocmd or foreign 
language in the eight SEAMEO countries, nainely, Indonesia, Khmer Republic, 
Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam* It 
attempts to achieve this aim by supporting and- strengthening national 
efforts in the field of ftiglish language teaching and 1^ pioneering 
new approaches « The Centre operates in response to regional needs as 
identified by member countries -themselves suid its general approach is 
problem-orientated. 

The Centre is administered by a Director under the, overall 
policy direction of the Governing Board, which is^jKjfnposed of one 
representative from each participating country appointed tqr the 
Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Council (SEAMEC) on the 
tecoraraendation of the tttnister of Education of his own country* 

I, Training 

HELC conducts four training courses annually* 
The courses are as follows f 

A* FOUR-MOKIH INTENSIVE COURSE (two "a year) leading 
to the award of the Certificate in the Teaching 
^ of English as a Second or Foreign Language* 

Aim of the course < 

The course is problem-orientated to meet sme of 
the specific and immediate needs of member countries* 
It gives training to key personnel and potential 
key personnel in theory, ccmtent and techniques 
' ^ ^ of teaching English as a seocmd or foreign lioiguage,*^ 
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wtth ^hasls on practical applications • The 
course is primarily designed for those members of 
the education service ^o will be in a positiont 
on their return, to influence Siglish teaching^ 
n^thods and materials or to stimulate the raising 
of English teaching standards in their cruntries. 
Exsanples of this category of perscHis are univewity 
and teacAer training college lecturers f supervisors/ 
inspectors, curriculum materials specialists, 
research designers and educational administrators. 

Scope of course s 

The course ccmsists of lectures, discussions^ 
tutorials, si^inars and practical sessions oni 

(a) Phonology (theoretical and applied), 
general linguistics, the structure of 
English, methodology of language teaching, 
language testing, psychology of second 
language learning, preparation and 
evaluati<Mi of instructional materials, 
study of syllabuses, construction and 

- utilisation of^ audio-visual aids, 

language laboratory teclmlqiies and other 
= areas of TSSL/TEFL (approximately 300 
-hours), 

(b) A specific assigpment' for intensive study 
with the assistance of special tutorials 
and other facilities avsdlable at the 
Centre (approximately 100 hours). The 
assignmrat may be acad^lc In nature dr. It 
may be a practical investigation In an 
area of particular Interest to the country 
from which the course member comes* 

ONE-Ym COUBSE leading to the award of the Diploma 
In the Teaching of 2ngllsh as a Second or Foreign 
Language. 

Aim of course ! 

The objectives of the Diploma Course are broader than 
those of the Four-*tonth Intensive Course so that the 
differing demands of the member countries may be 
satlsfledf Participants In this course are, as far 
as feasible, offered ^ Individually-tailored 
programme of Instruction ♦ The course structure Is 
as flexible and offers the choice as to whether the 
emphasis is to be on more formal instruction or 
on individual project work* 



Scope o;f course s 

The foimal course e<mtent is broadly simlxar to 
that of TBSL/TEFL coursos held in universities 
in English-speaking countries for forei^ students 
but with central emphasis placed on the probl^os 
of the Southeast Asian region. 

C. THREE^HOKTH SFEaALIZED ADVAHCED COUBSE (one a 
year> leading to the award of the Specialize 
Advanced Certificate in the Teaching of Biglish 
as Second or Foreign Language* 

% —J 
Aim of coulee I 

The objectives of the Three-4kmth Course are to 
enable higher msmag^nent level perscmnelf both 
professional and administrative^ concerned with . 
policies and development in the area of &igllsh 
language teaching to study in depth one particular 
^^%opic or subject of special interest to member 
cotmtries • 

Scone of couMe i 

The structure and content of each Three-Month Course 
is determined largely by the topic to be dealt with* 



Research 

Among the functic^s of the Centre are (a) the condusJ:ing 
and promotion of re sear ch and the dissemination of the results 
of researdi in TOSL/TEFL and related fields? and (b) tte 
provisicm of professional and administrative support to 
research scholars from both within and outside the region • 

It is recognized that ccmtinuous enquiry into and 
evaluation of current theory^ jnethodology and content are 
necessary to ensure that the research projects remain in 
harmoLy with the problem and needs of the iregion* ^A 
primary otientation of the Caitre's lesearch activity # 
therefore f Is to encourage creativity directed to the 
development of new approaches to English language Instruction 
appropriate to Southeast Asia. It is hoped to establish 
the reputaticm of the Centre as an outstanding institution 
for creativity and innovaticm in the field of language * 
teaching md learning « 



BELC reseatrch personnel are as follows s 

(a) BELC staff 

The prograimm^s of the Centre during the 
coBdng yeai^ will contintie to Include a 
strong training component. Part of the 
function of the C^t^re staff f h^j^ver, is to 
stjlmulate^ initiate and participate iji research 
projects of practical value to member ^countries. 

(b) Participants in RELC coui^c^ ^ 

Many assignm^ts <K»apleted during training 
courses by RELC ^urse membei^ C(mstil:ute 
research projects ^ as may be seen from a 
perusal of the list of titles of assignments 
ccHnpleted to date#- This activity on the part 
of participants in BELC courses is to be 
continued and expanded* 

Cc) BELC Rescardi Fellows 

RELC awards a limited number of Research 
Fello^jhips e£U3h year to juake it possible for 
a few researchers from SEAMEO oounli^i^ to 
carry out projects at RELC« 

Applications for Research Fellowships 
are c^sidered by RELC in the light of such 
priorities as may be established t and of funds 
available t bat especially in the light of the 
probable VBlne of the project for the improvKnert 
of &iglish teaching in a SEAHEO member 
coimtxy or in the SEAIffiO regicm* These awards 
are made for projects of ccmsiderable scope^ 
and to persons clearly qimlifled to carry out 
the projects proposed* The duration of the 
project may vary according to the nature of 
the research. Funds allocated for the 
Fellof^hip may cover all costs of the project 
including travel and subslst^cet or only 
such costs as cannot be met fr«n other 
sources. 

Research Felicia at RELC have available 
to them all the resoiirces of the Centre ^ 
Includjjig ccmsultant md advisory services 
of the RELC professional staff* 



RELC aesearch Grantees 



As part of its functicm to create rosearch 
relevant to problems in English teaching in, the 
SEAMEO region^ BELC may Bake Research Grants 
a't^lable to scholars in member countries* Such 
gi^ts may be awarded in support of research 
projects consistent with HELC objectives in 
research* 

The general purpose of sudi Research Grants 
Is supplementary^ i«e# their primary purpose is to 
provide fxmds required to bring a research project, 
or a specific sti^e of a researdi project, to a 
concliislcm when other sources df support are not 
available* Thus, total support of long-term 
projects is n<ft ^visaged nor can funds fpr 
subsistcmcc^ahd sijnilar esqj^ditures be^jrovided 
lander this heading* 

Applications for Research Grants should be for 
the stipport of projecta that are in a fairly advanced 
3tate of developBKmt, so that the funds requested 
will be for specific^ cleOTly-defiiied purposes, 
over a siiort-tetm* Persons eligible to receive 
RELC Research Grants incline qualified nationals 
of SEA^O B^bcr countries and RELC prof essicmal 
staff* Funds are not ai^lable to support research 
projects which are being earned out in partial 
fulf ilmmt of the requirero^ts for an academic 
qualification * 

RELC Research Scholar 

As part of its research function, RELC expects 
to provide at the Centre an attractive locale offering 
facilities for research|f^ and to be in a position to 
make t^ese facilities available to researchers* 
The funds to support such scholars deriw from 
sources other than HELC* \ 

The facilities and resqurces that RELC can 
put at the disposal of researchers arc its library 
and information, service, office space and equipment, 
and the opportunity of consultation with the RELC 
professional staff* If the research requires 
ccmtacts in the SHAH2C region (o,g* for materials 
tryouts, observation visits, etc*), RELC can also 
provide information and assistance in arranging 
such contacts* 

Research Scholar facilities may be granted to 
qualified persons fr^ both within and outside the 
f£AHEO regl.cm, whose rese^ch topics are cmsldered 



be BELC to t>e beneficial to the SEAMEO regicm^ 
and likely to be of signif ic^ce in furg^^g 
the develojxnent of Sfiglish teaching in, the 
regicm« r 

The Director of the Centre reserves the 
right to detenaine the form of support that 
may be given to such scholars <mce their bona 
fides a« established. Such support excludes 
any form of financial aid# 

" ~ _ 

Instructional Materials Develonittent . 

In the field of Instructi<mal tiaterials Development^ 
the Centre (a) cxillects s^sples of ^d informaticm <m 
instructi<mal materials ^i<^ are used in the regi<m; (b) 
stimulates and assists the production of appropriate^ 
instructional materials at a national as t^ll as a regional, 
•level! and (a) prodi^s instructional materials which 
effectively satisfy particular needs in the region* 



Library and Information Centre , 

the BELC Libraiy and Information Centre is an 
indispensable cmponent of the Regicmal S:iglish Language 
Centre and a vital support to its training m& research 
activities* It* willjsontinue to be a major source of 
infomation on TEShfTML^ descriptive^ theoretical and 
applied li^guisticis and language education* 

•The Libraiy and Informaticm Centre acts^as a 
clearing-*ouse of ii*formation at all levels of TESL/TEFL* 
It collects all releviait materials on TESL/XEFL from a wide 
variety of sources both within and outside the region and 
disseminates items of information that are ccmtained in its 
holdings or g^erated throu^ teaching and research at SELC 
irtdch might be of benefit to the teacher^ the leamerf the 
research worker or the educaticmal plaormer or administrator 
in the SBAMSO region* It prc^Mtea the ex«*ange of 
information among specialists in linguistics and TESL/TEFL* 

Ttks Library and Information Centre serves all who 
have genuine need of its services. It is eurrmitly in tte 
pTO^ss of <K)mpiling a Hesearch Register containing 
information on research projects in the SEAM^ region^ 
directories of personnel rodlnstituticms in SEAIEQ 
coiAtries ccmducti^g T^L/TIFL and/or linguistic progr^^ 
imd research^ and of professional associations of 'ffiSL/TEFL 
in SSi^O member coimtries as well as abatracts, indexes 
»d specialized bibliographies* 
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Publications 

i 

ThG RELC publications are of two general types i 
information publications and professional publications. 

(a) Infoonaticm publicat'lcms t 

(i) - Reports of Governing Board meetings 
and regional s^inarsi 

(11) Information brochures about thc-C<mtre| 

(lil) Newsletter (quarterly); 

(iv) ^Annual Beportsj and' ^ 

(v) Library imbllcstions. 

(b) H^fesslonal publtcatlcms i 

(i) Periocllcal for teacdiers, teacher 

educators 9 scholars and administrators 
(BELC Journal) ! 

(il) Proce^ings of important seminars i 

(iii) Monogr£«)hs or research papers <m 
specialized tc^icsi and 

(iv) Instructional materials for (a) teachers 
and (b) learners of l^glish* 



Activities to PrcHHOte Reaicai^ al Coopera^i^ 

Th$' C^trc prcsaotes regional cooperation i^i English 
language teaching mattei^ through the following means i 

(a) Reaicmal conferences and sminBLTS i 

BELC regicmal conferences md s<aninars 
occupy m iSipdrtant place in its programme, and 
hata as their aim the bringing together the 
aiglish teaching specialists in member <K>tjntries 
for CKwperative effort towards finding solutions 
to currcait problems. 

(b) ^Exchange of oeCTonnel i 

As. part of Its ^deavour to improve the 
standards of teacadng md learning Siglish in 
Southeast Asian region throu^i regional <K>operatiOT 
SELC ineliKios ammg Its functions that of arranging 
and supporting the exchioige of pers<nmel ly^mg 
^ tostltutions, agencies ^d projects in tlm SEAtSO 
' nwaber eotmtrlas. 



Cc) - Consultant and advisory services to national 
proRrammes l 

" ' Ammg the functions of RELC is the 
provisicMi of consultant and advisory services to 
assist and strengthen the progrananes and facilities 
in English teaching in member countries • RELC 
functions as -a resource centre for English 
teaching efforts in the SSAtiEO region, and one 
of its principal resources io the experience and 
expertise of its professional stafx. 

Requests for advisory or consulteai- services . 
of the RjJLC staff should normally be made through 
the Ministry of Education of the respective SEAMEO 
member country* 

(d) ExchanRe of instruction^ materials ! 

The Information Centre undertakes to provide 
all necessary biforsnation concerning instructional 
materials and. their sources, to suggest appropriate 
exchanges md to facilitate the acquisitlcm of the 
materials » However, actual exchanges of materials 
have to be arranged by the parties omcemed. 



(FURIHER INFORHAHON (M RELC FKOGHAHMES AND FACILITIES MAY 
3£ OBTAINED FROM THE REGISTRAR, REGICHAL ETIGLISH LANGUAGE 
CEHTRE, 3C ORAl^GE GROVE ROAD, SINGAPORE 10 J 
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